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5th June 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Re: WMAT Secondary Schools’ Mobile Phone Policy 
Within Weydon Multi Academy Trust (WMAT), we are committed to providing an environment where your child can focus, learn, and socialise. Considering recent national developments and our own extensive research, we are writing to outline our updated policy regarding mobile phones in our secondary schools, which will come into effect from September 2026.  
It is important to note that all our secondary schools have been phone free for several years and that these policy updates are only reinforcing this position.  Phone confiscations in schools across the trust are minimal and lessons and social time are not disrupted by students using their phones. This is a culture that we are very proud of. 
In January 2026 the Department for Education (DfE) updated its guidance to schools, shifting from a discretionary approach to a clear expectation that schools should be phone-free by default. Further to this, in April, the government proposed strengthening this by making the ban a legal requirement rather than an expectation. This latest stance from the DfE now matches our own; that schools should be mobile-phone-free environments for the entire school day, including lessons, transition times, break times, and lunchtimes.  
Recent technological advancements have also required us to carefully consider our duty to protect our students from a myriad of risks that exist online. Our schools have been very clear that: 
· no child needs a phone in school 
· children should not have access to social media
· the use of social media is detrimental to their mental wellbeing and their attention span.
Our new trust wide strategy has been shaped by a comprehensive consultation period, including parent surveys and a student conference. While many parents value phones for safety and GPS tracking during the journey to and from school, there is a striking consensus regarding the inescapable nature of social media, especially when combined with smartphone use. The top parental concerns around smartphones include exposure to harmful content, such as radicalisation and misogyny, as well as the negative impact of cyberbullying and doomscrolling on student mental health. 



Our trust secondary school student conference revealed a significant desire from students to create a physical space away from the ongoing distractions of social media and their phones.  Students also noted that the physical presence of a phone, even if switched off, creates a constant urge or distraction.  
Based on these findings and government expectations, all WMAT secondary schools will become mobile phone free from September 2026.  
This means that phones must not be able to be accessed at any time whilst on school grounds, at any point during the school day. There will be further communication shortly from each school to their own parent body to explain in detail how the policy will be implemented in each individual setting. 
We believe this is essential to ensure that our children are protected from the distractions and dangers of mobile phones.   We positively support developing a culture shift with the younger generation of children whereby smartphones are only bought for children aged 14 years upwards. We believe that there is no need for students to have any type of phone in school and that the school day is for uninterrupted learning and face-to-face social interactions in a safe space without the temptation, distraction and dangers of mobile phones and social media. 
We thank you for your continued support in fostering a focused and safe environment for all our students. Individual Headteachers/Principals will be in contact again soon with their parent bodies with further details for each school. 
Yours sincerely,
	
	
	
	

	Ms Ros Allen
Weydon School
	Mrs Laura Goulborn
Frogmore Community College
	Mrs Sarah Holman
Eggar’s School
	Mrs Emma Hunston
Rodborough School

	
	
	
	

	Mr Stuart Maginnis
Farnham Heath End School
	Mr Rob Major
Tomlinscote School
	Miss Clare Talbot
Woolmer Hill School
	Mr Matt Venton
Frogmore Community College
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