
YEAR 8 
INFORMATION EVENING



Welcome

Results – Fantastic Attainment & Progress

ENGLISH – 91%

MATHS – 86%

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY & PHYSICS – 100%

11 other subjects had 90%+ grades 9-4

40% of our grades were Grades 9-7

Progress 8 Value Added at +0.60 (+0.29 in 2022, +0.13 in 2019)



Expectations for the year

• Home Learning – Online through Google Classroom

• Planner

• Uniform

• Lates

• Parental Forum

• Working with the school together



Race for Life
Friday 15th September

Everyone has a reason to race. 
Who will you race for?



On the day:
• A route will be mapped around the school for students to follow starting on 

the field.

• Period 3 - Leave bags in the main hall on their way to the field.

• Students will have 30 minutes to do as many laps as they want. They can run 
or walk.

• Horns or whistles will signal when there are 5 mins left so that students can 
get to the finishing funnel where they will receive a medal.

• Students need to come to school dressed in full PE kit.
• They can wear a removable fancy dress costume whilst

participating.



Literacy: Year 8 focus - reading

▪ Gradual increase in challenge as they 
progress through KS3:
▪ Specialist subject vocabulary and more complex 

subject texts 

▪ At school:
▪ Levels tested each term
▪ Accelerated Reader programme
▪ Dedicated LRC lessons
▪ DEAR time
▪ Interventions 

▪ At home:
▪ Please encourage and support their reading



Ways to Contact Staff

▪ Planner – now electronic (One Note)

▪ Letter 

▪ Telephone – 01276 709050

▪ Email – office@tomlinscoteschool.com

HoY8@tomlinscoteschool.com

mailto:office@tomlinscoteschool.com
mailto:HoY8@tomlinscoteschool.com


Year 8 Pastoral Team

Pastoral Leadership Team

▪ Mr R Major,
Principal

▪ Mr A Daniel,
Pastoral Lead, Years 8 & 9

▪ Mr S Young & Mrs P Buckland-Speller, 
Joint Heads of Year

▪ Ms H Rushby, 
Designated Safeguarding Lead

▪ Ms C Candappa,
Key Stage 3 Student support officer

▪ Mrs N Brown,
Behaviour Manager

Year 8 Form Tutors
8R – Mr N O’Grady

8H – Mr W Toth

8Q – Dr N Comfort

8G – Mrs R Dowling 

8P – Mrs N Pankhurst

8K – Mr C Jones 

8X – Mrs S Mensah & Mrs P 
Evans

8Y – Mr A Jackson

8M – Miss D Scattergood 

8L – Miss J Rodrigues



Tutorial Programme Includes:

• Weekly Tutorial Activities throughout the Year, 
focussing on 5 Core Themes:

❑Growth Mindset & Effective Learning

❑E-Safety: Digital Footprints

❑British Values & Citizenship

❑Character Values

❑Mindfulness & Well-Being





#NoExcuses – our Ethos

▪ Our expectation is that every student 
gives their very best efforts – We will 
never ask any more than that!
▪ No Excuses

▪ Respect:
▪ Each other

▪ Staff

▪ Parents

▪ Community

▪ Support

▪ Developing Growth Mindset



Autumn Term

Mon. 
11th Sept

Information 
evening

Fri. 15th

Sept

Race for Life

Thurs. 28th 

Sept

Early Closure: 
Open Evening

Fri. 29th

Sept

Late start

Fri. 20th

Oct

INSET Day

Mon. 30th

Oct

INSET Day

6th – 10th 

Nov

House Charity 
Week

22nd – 24th

Nov

School Production

Thurs. 7th

Dec

Progress evening

Tues. 12th

Dec

Assessment Day: 
School Closed

Thurs. 14th

Dec

Christmas Concert

Fri. 15th

Dec

End of 
Term



Spring Term

Tues. 2nd 
Jan

Start of Term

Fri. 26th 
Jan

AoF1&2 Report Home

Fri. 9th Feb

INSET Day

29th Feb – 7th 
Mar

German Exchange

Fri. 22nd 
Mar

Mufti Day

Thurs. 28th 
Mar

End of Term



Summer Term

6th – 
10th 
May

Progress Review 
Week

Wed. 5 
June

INSET Day

Fri. 7 
June

AoF 3&4 Report 
Home

17–21 
June

International 
Trips Week

Fri. 28 
June

Mufti Day

Wed. 3 
July

Sports Day

Fri. 12 
July

Sex & 
Relationships 
Education Day

Mon. 
15 July

Awards Evening

Thurs. 
18th 
July

Summer Concert

Fri. 19 
July

End of Year 8 
Report Home

Wed. 
24th 
July

End of Term



Year 8 Curriculum

▪ Four learning populations; each consisting of 2.5
Tutor Groups
▪ Approximately 75 students across 3 classes.

▪ Each Tutor group is constructed to ensure a balance
of:
▪ prior attainment levels,

▪ gender,

▪ mix of primary schools

▪ a general mix of French/Spanish and German (new to all
this year).



Subject Group Structure Additional Information

English Mixed attainment 3 mixed attainment classes per learning population.
4 periods / week

Mathematics Attainment-based setting 3 attainment- & progress-based classes per learning population. 
3 periods / week

Science Attainment-based setting 3 attainment- & progress-based classes per learning population.
3 periods / week

History Tutor Group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

Geography Tutor Group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

RE Tutor Group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

MFL1: French or 
Spanish

Tutor Group Students are grouped depending on whether they study French or 
Spanish.  A few students are withdrawn for learning support.
2 periods / week



Subject Group Structure Additional Information

Computing Tutor group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

Technology Mixed Attainment 3 mixed-attainment groups per learning population.
1 double period / week

Art Tutor Group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

Music Tutor Group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

Drama Tutor Group Mixed attainment within Tutor Group.
1 period / week

Physical 
Education

Attainment-based sets 1 mixed higher attainment (competitive) set, 2 single sex mixed 
attainment (performance) sets.
1 double period/week, supplemented with a wide range of extra-
curricular activities.

MFL2: German Tutor Group New additional MFL.
3 periods / week



Teenagers



What Can Parents Do?

▪ Continue to take an interest in your ‘teenager’s’ work.

▪ Check EduLink One regularly for praise/ comments/ home 
learning notices.

▪ Support with home learning and revision for assessments.

▪ Encourage your child to understand that ultimately the 
responsibility for success lies with them.

▪ Talk to your ‘teenager’ about why society, home and 
school need rules.

▪ Encourage your 'teenager' to become involved in extra-
curricular activities.



Keeping Children 
Safe Online



Tomlinscote Acceptable Use Policy
OneNote Planner – Home-School-Edit
Foci:
• Learning

• Learning tool v Personal Device

• Safe
• Monitored
• Communication

• Private
• Passwords & Privacy Settings

• Responsible
• Own device & files/accounts
• Appropriate email / messages
• Restrictions

• Kind
• Legal

• Cybercrime / Cyber-bullying / 
Distribution

• Reliable
• Report

• Staff
• Appropriate adults

• Online Accounts
• School accounts







Do you 
know your 
Social Media?
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Social Media

▪ Passwords

▪ Rules

▪ Screenshot: if it relates to in-school behaviours

▪ Vigilance

▪ Have a conversation before not after

▪ If you have a grievance, go through the appropriate 
channels rather than posting online 



Before you post online:



Before you post online:

T: Is it TRUE

H: Is it HELPFUL

I: Is it INSPIRING

N: Is it NECESSARY

K: Is it KIND



Social Media Guidance

▪ NSPCC

▪ Internet Matters: Helping parents keep their children safe 
online

▪ What age can my child start social networking?

▪ iKeepSafe: Privacy Compliance for Education Technology

▪ Get Safe Online: guidance on protection and devices

▪ Parents and Carers Toolkit | Childnet

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/what-age-can-my-child-start-social-networking/
https://ikeepsafe.org/
https://www.getsafeonline.org/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/parent-and-carer-toolkit/


Parental Responsibility

▪ Have the conversation early and often
▪ Explore online together
▪ Set rules and agree boundaries
▪ Keep an eye on device use, social media can lead to problems
▪ Know who your child is talking to online
▪ Make sure the content is age appropriate
▪ Check they know how to use privacy settings and reporting 

tools 
▪ Use parental controls to monitor and filter



Parental Controls



Thank you for attention & ongoing 
support

Any questions please direct to the team at 
the front. 
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