13th May 2022

Tomlinscote School
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,
This Thursday saw the last day of normal lessons for Year 11 students and there was
a lovely atmosphere around the site. A number of photographs were taken and a
lot of fun experienced in their final lessons. They have a special assembly today
where the focus is on celebration with prizes given out and the annual Year 11
video. A special thank you to Ali Khan who spent the time collating the video clips
and photographs in order to make a lasting memory. The assembly will be followed
by BBQ food on the field with the traditional shirt signing and distribution of Year
Books.
It has been a tough couple of years for this year group as they have persevered with
their GCSEs through the Covid measures. I think they have been a lovely cohort of
students who I am sure will do well over the forthcoming challenging weeks.
Congratulations to the Year 9 Boys Football team who have successfully made it
through to the District Final, this is a fantastic achievement. Here are the details if
you would like to go and cheer them on: Thursday 19th May at the EBB Stadium,
Aldershot Town FC, GU11 1SL. Kick off is at 5.30pm.
All Year 10 students have the opportunity to apply to become a Student President
or a member of the Student Leadership Team. This is a fantastic opportunity to
influence aspects of the school and represent all students. For example, just this
week three Year 11 students led a presentation in front of the whole staff
highlighting the results of a student voice activity. The deadline for application is
Friday 20th May at 5pm.
I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend.

Mr Major

Key Dates
Wed 18th May
FCOT Year 10 Taster
Afternoon
Thu 19th May
Year 9 Personal
Development Day
Sat 21st May - Mon 23rd
May
Year 10 Geography
Swanage Trip

If you don’t
sacrifice for
what you want,
what you want
becomes the
sacrifice.

Woodland trails and vapour trails on DofE weekend

On Friday 6th and Saturday 7th May,
99 students and staff from
Tomlinscote, with additional
instructors from School of Outdoors
ventured forth.

The walking was based around the
Leith Hill and Mole Valley area with
glorious views from the top of Leith
Hill.
On Friday, students met their
instructors and repacked their
rucksacks with group kit. They then
spent the day walking with their
instructors and learning vital
navigation skills while on the go.
Most students walked around 6 miles
on Friday and again on Saturday. The
weather was beautifully sunny and
most students showed good sense in
applying sun cream - a few didn’t!
On arriving at camp, the students
pitched tents and cooked their
evening meals, there was a lot of
pasta! Following supper, the group
enjoyed some social time together.
Sunday morning, students were up by
7am, many had been woken early by
the sun rising just after 5am. They
cooked breakfast, cleaned their
trangias and packed away their tents.
On the second day, groups walked
independently of their instructors with
checkpoint meet-ups along the way.
On returning to the carpark, their kit
was inspected and their instructors
debriefed the groups before they were
allowed to go.
Thank you to the Tomlinscote staff
who contributed hugely to the
weekend - Mrs Jarman, Mrs Metzner,
Dr Wiskin, Mr Johnston, Dr Radley,
Mrs McKellar and Bob and Archie the
dogs!

Rising at Breadtime!
You might be forgiven for thinking that this is an Art class, but you’d be wrong. These masterpieces have been
created by Year 8 Food Tech students. Their focaccia bakes really did ‘bloom and grow’

Chalking up success
This week showcases incredible artistic talent from our KS3 students. They created beautiful charcoal
subtractive drawings focusing on the art element tone.
Students completed this work by blacking out their page in charcoal, using the eraser as a drawing tool to
remove the charcoal and creating their beautiful designs from an image of black and white photography. Each
week students learn a new material and technique in Art Club. We can’t wait to see what our talented artists
produce next week!

Please see below for details of the INVESTIN website which is dedicated to supporting students with all their career
needs. It offers blogs and free advice with accompanying videos which are suitable for 12-18 year olds.

Visit the Careers Source

Getting to the point

A group of students were lucky enough to attend a careers session last Friday with
Joe Gregory who owns a high-end tattoo studio, based near Andover (Interstellar
Ink: https://www.interstellarinktattoos.com).
Joe worked with our students, talking to them about setting up his own business
and what this entailed. He was so engaging while discussing his profession and
students got to see a lot of examples of his work.
Joe also brought in a range of equipment that he uses in his studio and showed
students how it all worked and how it enabled him to fulfil his designs.
The students raved about the session and gained a huge amount from working
with him. Having the opportunity to sit and ask questions about how he has got to
where he is was invaluable.
Our thanks go to Joe for coming in and working with our students, who are
potentially interested in a career path related to his line of work.

Careers

Opportunity
On Wednesday, 17 of our Year 10 students were given the opportunity to attend taster workshops in a series of
departments at FCOT.
FCOT run their ‘Discovery Days’ programme for local schools to help students gain an understanding of some of
the course options that exist at FCOT. This is ahead of them making their applications in the autumn of Year 11.
Our students experienced sessions in the following areas:

•

forensic science

•

art and design

•

early years

•

sports science

•

engineering

•

music production

•

performing arts

Students really raved about the sessions afterwards, this opportunity gave them a fantastic flavour of the sorts
of courses available at the college and a chance to go and visit the site ahead of the main open days in the
autumn of Year 11.

Bursting with enthusiasm
(How high can you build?)

Frau Savochkin’s final German
lesson with her lovely Year 11
group saw the students
combining vocab retrieval with
building balloon towers.
Working in groups, the students
were given vocab retrieval tasks
to complete. They wrote the
words on the balloons, if Frau
Savochkin agreed with their
choice of vocab, they were
allowed to keep the balloon
and use it for their towers.
Competition was fierce with the
groups vying for the win and
edible prizes. James C deserves
a mention for “inadvertently”
popping the most balloons and
congratulations go to the
winning team of Ellen, Lauren,
Kathryn and Sophia.
Should the students be stuck
for a word in the exam, they
can visualise the balloons.
We hope that this exercise
inflates their expectations.

Tomlinscote students were given the opportunity to
buy some books for themselves this week.
Every break and lunchtime, willing volunteers manned
the sales desk to enable students to buy their chosen
books. A roaring trade ensued every day with every
book purchased earning free books for the school.
In addition students were able to buy some fun
stationery and accompanying bag for the small fee of
£1.00.
It was great to see so many students buying books
penned by their favourite authors.
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Can you predict the future? There
have always been people who have
claimed to be able to predict what
will happen, from prophecies to
dreams, déjà vu and
premonitions. But have any of them
been true? Read more here about
predictions through history and
possible scientific explanations for
knowing the future.

This week’s theme is gender. Read more
here about what a burial site in Finland
might have to teach us about ancient
gender beliefs and how non-binary
gender is described in cultures around the
world.

Full links
https://theday.co.uk/the-doctor-who-tried-to-predict-the-future//?token=o2SLxcYNQrWcJxxyTvOX

https://theday.co.uk/gender-theme//?token=o2SLxcYNQrWcJxxyTvOX

“Getting to know you”
This week we have launched 'door signs' for all our staff to share a bit more about ourselves with each other
and our students. The motivation is to increase cultural capital for our students and to promote and celebrate
how diverse our school community is.
The signs are personalised for each member of staff and show what we are all reading, listening to, watching
and how we are keeping active. Hopefully the students will enjoy looking at all the signs around the school and
might be tempted to try out something new themselves.

Good News story of the week
Many of us have burning questions that we would love to ask people, but we never
get the opportunity. Izzy Wedlock in Year 7 had such a question.
Driven by the fact that she adores giraffes, she decided to write to David
Attenborough and ask the following question:
“How do you think climate change has affected giraffes over your career?”
Having sent the letter off, Izzy hoped for a reply, but never thought that she would
get one. It was therefore a wonderful surprise when a letter dropped through her
letter box.
David Attenborough had taken the time to write a lovely letter commending her on
her interest, but had to admit that he really wasn’t an expert on giraffes.

Despite not getting an answer to her question, Izzy was delighted to hear from the
world renowned broadcaster, biologist and natural historian. It goes to prove that
however much of an expert you are, there are still things that you can learn.

School Attendance and Penalty Notices

We are required to regularly inform you about our School Attendance Policy and the issue of Penalty
Notices that have been in force since 1st September 2010.

Please familiarise yourself with our Attendance Policy which can be found on our website under
‘Policies’. Further information about attendance and absence can be found on the school website under
the Parents & Carers’ section, Attendance & Absence.

Tel: 01276 709050
email: office@tomlinscoteschool.com website: www.tomlinscoteschool.com

