11th February 2022

Tomlinscote School
NEWSLETTER

Key Dates
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week has been our “Kindness Week” and it is lovely to read the various
kind deeds by our Year 7 students on page 3. This theme was maintained by
Mr Daniel in his assemblies to each year group this week and all students
had a “kindness is magic” slip that they could give to anyone in the school.
Our teaching and support staff also nominated colleagues with a “thank
you” message to acknowledge something that had been done to support a
colleague in some way.
60 letters were sent to Year 7 and 8 students who have shown the most
progress in their Accelerated Reading scores between the last two tests. In
addition, 180 letters of congratulations were sent to Year 11 students
following their latest reports. Year 11 GCSE PE students had their
moderation this week and some students sat external formal examinations
in Information Technology and Creative Media. The May exam season is
fast approaching and we have another round of mock examinations in
March. I hope Year 11 students manage to use next week wisely for revision
but also get a rest and recharge before the challenging months ahead.
It is our Mufti day today and the money raised is going to Eikon a local
charity who support the LGBTQ+ community. As I have highlighted recently,
the school has a focus upon “accepting everyone” as part of our Respect
Agenda this year.
I hope that everyone has a lovely half term.
Mr Major

Mon 14th – Fri 18th Feb
Half term
Mon 28th Feb
Year 10 Progress meeting
(virtual)
Tue 1st Mar
INSET DAY
Wed 2nd Mar
Parental Forum

Sebastian Garlick 7Q Armani King 10L
Kofi Danso 10L
Riley Sharp 8R

Alfie Eggleton 8H

Daniel Jones 9Q
Lexi Brunskill-Cole 9X

Shaan Bhui 11G Cassie Benson 7Y

Keiran Brunskill-Cole 11Y

Hamish McGaffney 9H

Lauren Ashley 7R
Leen Al-Zobaidy 10R

Amy Fishlock 8R

Jessie Widdows 9K

Ellen Wren 11M
Millie Seaman 11Y

Cody Millar 10Y

Tessie Dullforce 9Q

Reece Saxon 10K

Freya Johnson 9Q
Yalamber Limbu 11Q

&

Nathanael Rushforth 10G
Sophia Nazareno 8P
Taliyah Foskett 7K
Gyorgy Posta 9P

Tristan Kaaber 8M

Izzy Lewis 7Q

Sophie Stubley 8X

Joshua Frith 8G
Oren Leal 7P
Mason Yu 7M
Pranesh Thapa 11Y

James Gilmore 11Y

Hayley Lemmon 8K

February

Haruben Mand 7Y
Nadin Elawady 10X

Emily Campbell 9P

Aaron Wrenn 10X
Jacksanth Sivayogarajah 10R Amelia Broadley 10R
Hariss Rasool 9L

Alana Moore 7G

January

Reece Talbot 10H

Katie Armstrong 11P

Holly Gillespie 9X
Tanya Mathew 8G
Lewis Barnes 8K
Raphi Lutier 10M
Aleeza Farid 8Y
Georgina Russell 10Y

Caitlyn Westmeijer 11H
Ryan Scott 9K

Rachel Head 7X

Chloe Heslop 9K

Congratulations to all of the students named above. They have
excelled themselves in their PE lessons this half term and can be
rightfully proud of their performances.
Keep up the good work over half term.

GIFTED AND TALENTED

With clubs and competitions taking place once again, we would like to identify those students
who are competing at County standard or above:
County (e.g. Surrey)
Regional (e.g. South West)
National/International (e.g. England)
If your child competes at any of these levels, please complete the linked Google document
below, identifying the sport, club, level of achievement and events that they are expected to
participate in this year.
Physical Education - External Participation
Thank you.

Zoe - 7R
For being nice,
supportive friendly
and kind.

Georgia - 7H

Hamish - 7Q

For being a great person to
be around. The other day I
was upset and she reassured
me that everything was ok.

For helping me with work
and being kind to me and
others. He also helped
me when I fell over.

Naomi - 7G
For being so kind
and prepared to
help others.

Rida - 7P
For always being kind
and helpful.

James - 7K
Finley - 7X
He is such a kind and
supportive person who
lets me know that I can
do it and achieve my
goals.
Sienna - 7Y

Maria - 7M

Isabella - 7L

She is a good friend,
very supportive and is
always helping others.

For giving paper gifts
that help to cheer
me up.

For always being kind to
everyone and being a
really great friend.

He is always so
nice and treats me
with kindness. He
helps me through
tough problems
and is always nice
to everyone. He is
so polite and hangs
out with me at
break and
lunchtimes.

Year 9 students had 1 hour 15 minutes
to create their Valentine themed bakes.
Marks were awarded for timing,
hygiene, teamwork, taste and
appearance.

Well done to all of the students who
participated in the Valentine Bake off:
Adam, Jay, Hamish, Omar, Divya, Piper,
Isabelle, Ellie, Keira, Amy, Jayme and Layla.
The overall winners were……
Jayme and Layla from Pankhurst
CONGRATULATIONS

FUNdamentally

Year
10
Food

Great Club
Tomlinscote Fun Club have had
a few new pieces of equipment
delivered. It was like Christmas
all over again.
Lincoln was the first to use the
Light Box and produced a great
picture.

Freya and Heather sorted out
the marble run ready for a
mega set up!
Mrs Wall had a trip down
memory lane when she
discovered that the smell of
the new Playdoh was the same
as when she was a child.
Miss Matthews had fun
challenging the students to an
epic game of Marvel Top
Trumps!

Leek & Mushroom Vegan Pasta

Gluten-Free Tray Bake

https://youtu.be/FSSDrsPXrDY Parent guide to National Apprenticeship Week 2022
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/naw-2022#
Info on apprenticeships from the Govt website

https://resources.careersandenterprise.co.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/
Your%20Options_FINAL%20VERSION.pdf Student guide to all technical
qualifications like apprenticeships, traineeships, T-Levels etc
National Apprenticeship Week starts on
Monday 7th February 2022
and AllAboutSchoolLeavers is hosting a
variety of virtual apprenticeship events
with a range of employers, including BT
and AstraZeneca, throughout the week.
We have also created an online hub
for students, parents and careers
advisers to access information
throughout National Apprenticeship
Week 2022 and beyond.

Students can register for these
events for free here:
https://www.schoolleaverfair.co.uk/
auditorium/live-webinars

Visit the hub here:
https://allaboutgroup.lpages.co/
national-apprenticeship-week2022/

Careers talk at Tomlinscote
Tomlinscote welcomed Charlotte Windows to run a Careers Insight Talk into Early Years Education on Thursday
morning. Forty five students attended and were given a fantastic insight into Charlotte’s background in
different areas of Early Years Education. Charlotte owns 3 Forest school nurseries in the Hounslow area and is a
professional Montessori Early Years teacher. Charlotte gave a fascinating talk into her business, how she set it
up and how she came to work in Early Years Education, leaving behind a very different corporate career.
Students were given lots of
information about the different
routes into Early Years as well as
the kinds of skills an employer like
Charlotte would be looking for. It
was a great presentation for those
students who attended to find out
more about careers within this
sector and how they could
potentially get into it.

Mrs Metcalfe
Spanish Teacher and Head of Department
In 1999, I climbed Cotopaxi in Ecuador.
Physically that is the most challenging
thing I have ever achieved but standing
at the height of 5897m was incredible
and gave me such a sense of
achievement. Going up another 3000m
must be so exhilarating.

What historical moment stands out in your
memory?
It would definitely have to be 9/11 when the unthinkable
happened. I had just started at Tomlinscote and I had an A
Level lesson that afternoon that didn’t really go to plan after
hearing such dreadful news.

Which famous person (dead or alive)
would you most like to have a meal
with and why?
Antoni Gaudi as he was such an architect. I

If you could do any job in the world, what would it would like to ask him if he was happy with how
be?
they finished the cathedral The Sagrada Familia
I would be David Attenborough’s helper when he was on
location filming all those amazing and wonderful animals.

in Barcelona.

What is your go-to ‘happy’ song?

Where in the world has had the biggest impact on

Anything by Boney M! As a child, my parents used to play
you and why?
their songs, so they have become family anthems and the
Wow, that’s a hard one. In 1999-2000 I travelled to various
songs remind me of being with my family singing at the top of countries in South America, Australasia and Asia with my
our voices, especially at Christmas.
husband and many of the countries I visited have a special
place in my heart. If I had to choose one from those travels it
Who would play you in a film about
would be Nepal. In 2000 I spent 6 weeks trekking from Jiri to
Gokyo Ri to Kala Patar and Everest base camp staying in very
your life?
basic tea houses with no electricity, no heating, walking
Penelope Cruz, as she can speak Spanish and she
through the most amazing scenery surrounded by the most
is a great actress.
amazing people. The Nepalese people I met really taught me
how to be thankful for what I have. But I obviously have to say
If you could go back in time to another period in
Spain too for everything it has given me: my family, the
history, what era would you choose?
culture and the language.
I would like to go back to the late 15th, early 16th century
when explorers were beginning to challenge the idea that the If you could compare yourself to any
world was not flat. I would like to experience the feeling of
animal, what would it be?
adventure and anticipation when setting off across the ocean
A marmot: in the summer they enjoy being
and not knowing if I was going to drop off the end of the
world or not. However, I am not a very good sea traveller, so I outdoors in the mountains and in the winter
they snuggle up underground and sleep!
imagine I would only do one trip!

What did you want to be when you were a child?
If you could be anyone else in the world, for a day, I wanted to be a lawyer but I think that’s just because I was
who would it be?
obsessed with the TV series LA law!
I would be a mountaineer at the very top of their game who
had conquered Everest. Standing at the top of the world
looking down at the amazing view and having that feeling of
accomplishment must be something else.

Thank you Mrs Metcalfe

Gardening Club

takes a leaf of faith!
Gardening Club has been rooting around for
new ideas to get stuck into during what is a
rather uninspiring time of year.
Having been supplied with these photos, we
think it is safe to say that they have been
successful.
For their first activity, students collected
worms from the soil and then layered bottles
with small stones and veg peelings. They were
then placed in a dark place where they were
periodically looked at to see the way in which
they had churned up the soil. A couple of
weeks later they were released back into the
wild. Students learnt just how busy worms
were, having seen how much soil worms
mixed up and aerated.
On a slightly more romantic note, students
made Valentine’s Day gifts of home-made
parcels with seeds in.
In addition they experimented with planting
seeds in a glove, like a mini green house and
they also found time to make grass seed
heads.
We look forward to seeing further pictures
when all of these wonderful creations sprout!

The people getting paid to kill the planet

Is food destroying the world? Some

environmentalists think that industrial
farming is doing even greater harm to
our planet than fossil fuels and plastic
pollution. Read more here about how
food production on a grand scale may
be producing enough food for our
growing population, but is it also
threatening our future?

Theme of the week is Science. Read more
here about the double Nobel prize
winning scientist Marie Curie. She won
the Nobel prize for Physics jointly with
her husband in 1903 and then went on to
become a professor at the Sorbonne and

win a Nobel prize again, this time for
Chemistry.

Full links
https://theday.co.uk/science-6//?token=o2SLxcYNQrWcJxxyTvOX

https://theday.co.uk/the-people-getting-paid-to-kill-the-planet//?token=o2SLxcYNQrWcJxxyTvOX

All Hallows

Y10/11
Tomlinscote

V

75-13

Tigers

Player of the
Match
Nathan Heddle

The Year 10/11 Tomlinscote Tigers team played their last game of the league on Friday 4th February.
Tomlinscote took charge of the game from the start finishing the first quarter with 27 points to All Hallows
8 points. The rest of the game followed in the same vein with an outstanding 75 points scored by the final
buzzer. The final score of Tomlinscote 75 All Hallows 13 represented perfectly the flow of the game.
Player of the match goes to Nathan Heddle with a 31 point game, which was incredible. A special shout out
must go to Michael Njini and Reef Aston for an amazing job with the scoring.
It was a great game to end the league.

U14 League Basketball Match against Frogmore School
Frogmore

Tomlinscote
U14 Boys
Basketball

V

23-32

Player of the
Match
Ashton
Duncan-Stephens

Oh Crumbs,
that’s a lot of scones!

Year 7 Food Tech students really have been rubbing it in this week while
making this fine array of scones. Served with lashings of cream and jam, we
think these tasty morsels will have been well received at home.

Hold your camera
over the individual
QR codes to watch
the Year 8 art being
created and hear
the music that
inspired it.

“Poetry: the best words in the best order”

Congratulations to Joshua in Year
8 who received his prize for
entering the Young Writers'
Competition for writing a poem
exploring what 'empowered'
meant to them.
Part of Joshua's prize was to have
his piece printed in the anthology
of winning entries from across
the UK. Well done to Joshua for
stretching himself further.
Having your work in print at such
a young age is a tremendous
achievement.

1945 Declaration of Liberated Europe signed
by Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and
Joseph Stalin after the Yalta Conference

Conference of the Big Three at Yalta (from left to
right) Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt
and Joseph Stalin

Fantastic

Foreign
Flavours

Year 8 students
brought a truly
international feel
to Tomlinscote
this week by way
of foreign food
creations.

Inspired by home
cooked meals and
holidays abroad,
students grilled, fried,
steamed, roasted,
griddled and baked
themselves into a
foreign frenzy.

Congratulations to
all of the students
who managed to
turn out some
wonderful
creations.

A trip to the theatre

On Wednesday night, Year 10 and 11 GCSE Drama
students enjoyed a trip to the theatre to watch
'Blood Brothers' by Willy Russell. With it being 2
years since the last Drama theatre trip, the evening
out was enjoyed by staff and students alike.
The legendary 'Blood Brothers' tells the captivating
and moving tale of twins who, separated at birth,
grow up on opposite sides of the tracks, only to
meet again with fateful consequences. The evening
was filled with laughter and tears as the actors
brought the musical to life. This production will
undoubtedly support the students’ understanding
of the play which they study for their written exam.

Formulating a plan
Doruk in 11Y has been making use of his own
formula this week to explain Huffman
Encoding to compress a text file.
For anyone not familiar with this, the
explanation is given below!
“Huffman coding is a form
of lossless compression which makes files
smaller using the frequency with which
characters appear in a message. This works
particularly well when characters appear
multiple times in a string as these can then be
represented using fewer bits. This reduces the
overall size of a file.

Thank you to all the students who
donated to last year’s Poppy
Appeal.
It was a great total as students
don’t carry cash on site anymore,
and would have had to have made a
concerted effort to remember.
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