4th February 2022

Tomlinscote School
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you very much to all those who attended the Year 11 virtual Progress
meetings on Tuesday. The students now know their projected grades and I hope
they all aspire to achieve those grades or do even better! The Half term break is a
great opportunity for Year 11 students to prepare revision materials and to get
themselves organised before the second set of mock exams in March and the
summer exams in May. Mr Taylor will send out an extensive list of interventions
that the school are providing to support the students.

In terms of a Covid update - positive rates have crept up slightly amongst the
students this week. However, I am aware that rates are very high in some other
local schools at the moment and some year groups are working from home. Please
ensure that your child(ren) regularly test twice a week so that we can minimise the
impact here. A letter was also sent out regarding vaccinations this week and I need
to highlight that a new e-consent must be completed before 4pm on 22nd March
2022 for all students wishing to receive the vaccination.
It was lovely to see the Student Voice in action this week and students led the year
group assemblies. Several students spoke about how they
identify within the LGBTQ+ community, as well as discussing
pronouns and language they sometimes hear. It was very
powerful indeed and I know the student body appreciated
their courage for presenting to so many people.
Next Friday (11th February) is a Mufti Day and all money raised is going to Eikon, a
Surrey youth group that many of our students use. Staff and students are
encouraged to wear brightly coloured clothes to show support for the LGBTQ+
community.
Have a lovely weekend,
Mr Major

Key Dates
Wed 9th Feb
Theatre Trip - Blood Brothers
Thu 10th Feb
Year 10 Trip to Blood
Brothers Workshop
Thu 10th Feb
Year 9 Progress Meeting
(Virtual)
Fri 11th Feb
Mufti Day
Mon 14th – Fri 18th Feb
Half term

If January is the
month of change,
February is the
month of lasting
change.
January is for
dreamers…
February is for
doers.

Menu

Year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition students were gastronomically tested this week. They
were asked to prepare a dish suitable for someone with a special diet, such as a coeliac or diabetic.

You can see from the pictures below that every diet and intolerance was catered for.

Year 11
Photography
Students’
Gallery

Leek & Mushroom Vegan Pasta

Gluten-Free Tray Bake

Anything Kandinsky
can do, Tomlinscote
can do better!
Wassily Kandinsky
was a Russian born
artist who made his
name working in
Germany in an art
form called
Expressionism.
Students have been
listening to their own
choice of music and
painting in the style
of Kandinsky’s
concentric circles and
painting the colours
that they hear.
“This bold and
colourful picture was
painted by Kandinsky
to explore the effects
of placing different
colours side by side.
He wanted to find
out which colours
stand out and which
ones blend together,
and how to balance
different colours to
create a bright
attractive pattern”.
The quote above is
the explanation for
Kandinsky’s circles
painted in 1913. It
was an experiment of
colour that turned
into a painting in its
own right.
Students have had to
explore the formal
elements of pattern,
colour, composition,
shape and form.

Scaling new heights in Computer Science
Year 9 Computer Science
students have been
learning how to write
Python code in their
lessons .

Python is one of the most popular
programming languages in the
world. Python is a general-purpose
language, which means that it is
designed to be used in a wide range
of applications.

Its versatility means that it can
be used in data science,
software and web
development and automation.

The name ‘Python’ comes from
Monty Python. When Guido van
Rossum was creating Python, he
was reading the scripts from the
BBC’s Monty Python’s Flying Circus.
He thought the name Python was
appropriately short and slightly
mysterious.

Congratulations to the students named below for being awarded ‘Maths Student of the Month’ from
their classes. All of those chosen have displayed great determination and achieved well over the last
month impressing their respective Maths teachers.
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For Parents and Carers

COVID Vaccinations (dose 1 and 2) for students aged 12-15 years
A new e-consent must be completed before 4pm on 22nd March 2022 for all students
wishing to receive the vaccination. Please refer to the letter sent out this week.
The immunisations are scheduled to take place in school on Tuesday 29th, Wednesday
30th and Thursday 31st March 2022.

Mrs Metzner
English Teacher - KS3 Co-ordinator and Joint DofE Lead
If you could be anyone else in the world, for a
day, who would it be?
This is a difficult question, maybe someone who can
make a great impact on the world. I would love to make
a change for the better and have the influence to do it.

What historical moment stands out in your
memory?
I remember hearing on the news that Princess Diana
had died; mostly due to the shock of it happening and
then the events which followed. I was only young, but
watching all the flowers being laid, the number of
people outside Buckingham Palace and then the funeral
has always stayed with me.

Which famous person (dead or alive) would you
most like to have a meal with and why?
I suppose this links in to my fascination
with the Tudors - it would be either
Henry VIII or Shakespeare. Let’s go with
If you could do any job in the world, what would it Shakespeare and ask what happened in
the years he ‘disappeared’, and also
be?
what was the inspiration behind some
I love researching and investigating, so maybe
of his plays.
something for the police or MI5 - working in the
background and passing on intelligence would be
amazing.
Where in the world has had the biggest impact on

you and why?
What is your go-to ‘happy’ song?

Italy - it is a place I always go back to. I first went there
I don’t really have one, but I’m always listening to either while studying Classics at A-Level and I keep going back.
a Muse or Foo Fighters playlist. However, with a three- Such a wealth of culture, great food and now amazing
year-old always listening to the Sing soundtrack, it has memories.
some great songs to make you dance and feel happy.

Who would play you in a film about your life?

If you could compare yourself to
any animal, what would it be?

It would have to be someone short and blonde!

It would have to be a cat. I enjoy
exploring, I am inquisitive and love
sleeping. I can be very lazy!

If you could go back in time to another period in
history, what era would you choose?

What did you want to be when you were a child?

Definitely the Tudor period!
Such an interesting period of
history where development
and changes led to the modern
world. Also, I’d love to visit the
original Globe Theatre to see
Shakespeare and one of his
plays.

When I was younger, I wanted to become an
archaeologist; I loved watching Time Team and seeing
all the amazing discoveries unfold. Then I wanted to
become an archivist, researching people's family history
and preserving important documents. However, ever
since I can remember, I had a fascination of marking the teacher was always there.
Thank you Mrs Metzner

Year 10
Potter
About!
On Wednesday 2nd February, 47 Year 10
Media students boarded the coach to the
Warner Brothers Harry Potter Studios in
Leavesden. On arrival, the students
undertook a 50 minute workshop looking
at the camera work in the Harry Potter
films as well as some close up
demonstrations of the costumes and props
used. Many were overwhelmed by the
size of Hagrid’s trousers!
We were then escorted to the start of the
tour. The students were amazed at the
shear size of the place and the endless
number of sets, props and costumes that
they could see from the actual filming of
the 8 Harry Potter Films. Some highlights
included the Forbidden Forest where
students entered at their own peril, the
Hogwarts Express, Gringotts Bank, Diagon
Alley and of course the green screen area
where some got to ride a broomstick!
Even the staff got involved and found their
inner children.
Many students would say the best part
was the gift shop; we are sure lots of
money was spent on rubbers, pencils and
keyrings. Well except for George who
decided he had to have a Gryffindor
Sword!! A truly amazing trip!

The ‘Little Monster’ project was completed by some of
our Year 8 Technology students this week. They were
learning about the whole design process from being
given a design brief to creating a finished item. They had
to practice designing skills, pattern making, hand and
machine sewing techniques, as well as tie dyeing.

Careers in construction: A virtual work experience opportunity is taking
place in March via ‘Speakers for Schools’. It is a virtual insight day with
Thakeham construction and is available to all. Top priority will, however,
be given to schools in our area.
Please find further information and an opportunity to register on this link:
http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opportunities/View/id/2637

Careers in Sport: This is an interesting careers-related website, packed full
of information about working in the sports industry. Please find further
information by clicking on the link: Careers in Sport - News, jobs and
career advice for the industry (careers-in-sport.co.uk)

The NHS Virtual Work Experience programme is now open to Year 10 -13 students interested in; Nursing,
Midwifery Paramedicine, Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Dietetics,
Radiography, Prosthetics, Orthotics, Speech and Language Therapy and Pharmacy!
Register here:
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/
Medical virtual Work Experience opportunities for students: These are free
for Year 10 -13 students interested in careers in the areas detailed
below. Students and parents will have the chance to speak to real medical
and veterinary staff and it takes 1 month to complete. Students will receive
a certificate upon completion from Medic Mentor. Register for these
programmes below, by completing the online application form for:
Medicine: https://medicmentor.co.uk/university-hospitals-birminghamtrust-virtual-work-experience/
Dentistry: https://medicmentor.co.uk/dental-live-virtual-work-experience/
Veterinary: https://medicmentor.co.uk/veterinary-virtual-live-workexperience/

Industry Insights - Virtual event 7th- 11th March 2-3pm - Careers Event to
explore regional career opportunities across a range of industries. Register
here: Industry Insights Event - Your Game Plan

Hanging in there!
Congratulations to Jess in 11Y who literally
reached new heights in the relatively new
sport of Indoor Climbing.
Jess achieved a brilliant 4th place in the first
climbing competition for the district.
Competitors had to take part in 2 climbs;
the first a speed climb and a second
technical climb.
Jess did two fantastic ascents, but was just
beaten on the second technical climb.
With this becoming a new Olympic event at
the last Olympics, we have our fingers
crossed that Jess makes the team for the
GB squad at the next Olympics in 2024!

1st Winter Olympics in Chamonix, France

In 1921, the International Olympic Committee gave its patronage to a
Winter Sports Week to take place in 1924 in Chamonix, France. This
event was a great success, attracting 10,004 paying spectators, and was

retrospectively named the First Olympic Winter Games.

Bottle it!

‘Greatest sporting achievement of all time’

Is willpower the key to greatness? Rafael

Nadal has become a GOAT (greatest of all
time). His recent win at the Australian
Open makes him the most successful men’s
tennis player ever. But what has led to his
success? Is it his genes, his hard work or
his strong willpower? Read more here
about his background, the obstacles he has
overcome and his ultimate success.

Hope is this week’s theme. Hope is an important
concept in philosophy and it’s what keeps us all
going. New Year can help with being hopeful as we
can say goodbye to the past and focus on a,
hopefully, better future. Read more here about
different celebrations for a new start in the week of
the Lunar New Year.

Full links:
https://theday.co.uk/greatest-sporting-achievement-of-all-time//?token=o2SLxcYNQrWcJxxyTvOX
https://theday.co.uk/hope//?token=o2SLxcYNQrWcJxxyTvOX

Chinese New Year started this week on Tuesday
1st February – and with it came a host of
superstitions that will apparently dictate how
the next 12 months will play out for each of us .
The Year of the Tiger, however, symbolises
strength and being brave.

The Chinese year starts on Feb 1
2022 and ends on January 31
2023, when the Year of the Water
Rabbit begins.

The new year, also known in
China as the Spring Festival, is
marked by the lunisolar Chinese
calendar; this means the date
changes from year to year.

The festivities usually start the
day before the new year and
continue until the Lantern
Festival, the 15th day of the new
year.

In preparation for the new year,
the Chinese clean their homes
and put up red decorations and
lanterns.

Shou Sui, which translates as
“after the New Year's Eve
dinner”, follows the traditional
feast, where families stay awake
throughout the night and gather
for fireworks at midnight to
banish evil.

Adults typically give children red
packets containing money at
Chinese New Year, to help them
avoid the evil and wish them
good health.

The Chinese zodiac is divided into
12 blocks (or houses) just like its
western counterpart, but with the
major difference that each house
has a time-length of one year
instead of one month.

Each Chinese New Year is
characterised by one of 12
animals that appear in the
Chinese zodiac – last year was the
Year of the Ox.

People born in the Year of the
Tiger are characterised as being
brave, competitive and
confident. But, on the other
hand, they can sometimes be
unpredictable, irritable, and
overindulgent.

Lucky numbers for people born in
the Year of the Tiger are
one, three and four, and their
lucky colours are blue, grey and
orange. Their lucky flowers
are cinerarias and anthuriums.

The years allocated to each
animal are in a very specific
order. According to an ancient
Chinese folk story, the Jade
Emperor had called 13 animals to
a meeting and announced that
the years on the calendar would
be named according to the order
they arrived in. This led to ‘The
Great Race’.

The rat travelled on the back of
the ox, leaping from its back to
nab first place. The pig stopped
for a snack and a nap and
arrived last; a cat was also in the
race but drowned during the
competition, leading to there
being only 12 animals in the
zodiac.

All you knead!
Year 8 students produced some
beautiful artwork this week, but not
in the art studio. Instead they were
tasked with creating ‘Focaccia Art’.
As you can see the level of detail and
bakes produced were outstanding.
The bonus with this artwork was that
it smelt divine and was edible!
Congratulations to all the students
who well and truly rose to the
challenge!

A southern Koala has been born in Europe for the first time after an ambitious conservation program between
southern Australia and a wildlife park in the UK.
In 2018, Adelaide’s Cleland Wildlife Park sent koalas Dennis, Maizie, Coorong and Violet to Wiltshire’s Longleat
Safari and Wildlife Park in a bid to raise the profile of the animals throughout Europe.

On Wednesday,
Longleat revealed
Violet had given
birth with the yet
to be named joey
venturing out of
its mother’s
pouch.
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